here hus always been an inter-
city rivalry herween Alfa Romeo
oof Wlilan and Tancia of Turin.
You could even hypothesize
tlvat the natuee of the cars wasa
vellection of the characteristics
of the towns that they emanared
from. Alfa Romeos came from a sccmingly
chaotic city where people lived high on exhavst
fumes, drove on their homs and ook an alterna-
Live view of pedustrian safery — if the pedestriom
doesn’t look you in the eye, then secelerare.
Somehow its edgy, angular, fun-lhandling, rear-
drive cars of the 19005 and '70s were easy 1o love
and had the: right feel for the times.

In contrast, Tancia — 130km away in the
courtly armesphere of Turin - remained locked
in am arrogant world of engineering complexity,
yerat the same time produced too many niche
miadels that appealed to too fow buyers,

Roth lirms bailt basically similar four-cylinder
[amily saloons of up tw 2 litres, bur Lancia
[oensed on high levels of finish and a technies]
perfection that seemed to e immune to the
accountant’s pen, while Al sdopred a more
commereial view witha slightly cheaper product
thatwas all about driver appesl. An Al Roinen
wis relatively light, fastand excitingly skiuish,
wheress 3 Tancia was a coolly cerebral product
for the educated connoissewy; as fast as it needed
tn o, vet never at the expense of a kind of refine-
ment that hordered on the obsessive,

Milanese hubris won out against 'lorinesc
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pride in the end, of course, keeping Alfa Romeo
independent longateer Lancia was subsumed Ly
Fiat. Where the Milanese company had
embraced all the possibilitics of post-war mass
production - and buile great cars thar cenired
around the rorey appeal of it engines —a Lancia
of the pre-Fiat cra was & more unified concep-
Hin that, even in the "a60s, sl appeared o be
steeped in the values of the 19205 and "30s.

The Flaminia wasa classic case. A V6-engined
prestige car developed out of the Aurclia, itwas
a beauafully eonstructed dinosaur that in its
dozen-year career remained so resolutely over-
priced, uniderpowered and overweight dhat no
amount of elegantly contrived coachwirk could
tempt buyers in significint numbers, By the end
of the "6is, the Flaminin was o glorions ireele-
vame, Lhe last cxamples having heen stockpiled
firr several scasons., Producton led ended in the
midl-"60s, yer it was still well shead ol mast of its
contemporarics witl it four-speed transaxle
cradled ima de Dion tube, plus dise hrakes all
round (inboard at the hack), Double wishbones
and coil springs at the front finally banished
Lancia’ chissic hut shudder-prone sliding pillars.

‘I'he desp, short and narrow all-aluminiom V6
was superlicially lile Vittorio Jano’s Aurclia unit,
but developed in detail by Professor Tessia to
make il stronger and more refined. Fessia,
comated w Jano, was o rather cold technologis
who had cancelled the racing programime. His
forus was on road cars and, backed by Carlo
Pesenti — the cement tyonon who tonk over

Tancia in 1955 — the musintenance ol Lancias
repuatation [or gualing atall costs, Tn the hooming
and increasingly conunercialised counoy that
was '60s Ltaly, his Flaminia commanded respect
hut sungpled to translate this into profics.

Mot that Alfa Romeo had any canse tw be
smup when it came toits big cars. "L he 2600 had
proved to bea disaster, a rangre of cars thar failed
to grasp buyers' rising expectations in s market
thar was becoming the domain of the Germans
anud the Brifish with their Meroedes and Jaguars,

Taunched in 1962 the 2600 was developed
Fromm the TOW2000 series rather than a grown-
upr Crindia. By adding two cylinders butslimming
down the hores, Alla contrived an oversquare
twin-cam ‘six’ of 2584ce with a stronger cranle, [«
beeted up the live-speed "how and dropped the
new drivetrain into the same range of fully coil-
sprung bodies as had been nsed for che 2000,
but stretched by 3in to rake the longer engine.

Uhere was a classically angmlar saloon, plus
‘Louring of Milan's Spider and Bermones Sprint
coupé —the latrer two on a shorter wheelbiase,

Originally seen in 2-litee form in 1900, the
Sprint was the first car to be soded Dy the young
Ciorgeiio Gingiare. Tt hecome the inost success-
ful ol the 2600 range sioply hecanse iU was very,
very pretoy. Tusull is: glassy and suave with its
powertul-looking quad-lamp snout, slender
humpers and profiled anks.

‘T'he Lancia is also undouhtedly beaunful, if
not guite as uncompromisingly elegant as the
Florida 1 thar begaric. Pinin Farina of “Lanin was

Clockwise, from top left:
lines of Florida Il shew car
clearly visibla In profile;
dash design = with big rev
counter and speedo — says
1950 rather than ‘60=;
slgneture tail-light style
appearad on BMC Farina
ranges and Paugeots; all-
allovy VB was daveloped
from Auralia’s unlt: simple,
undarstated hubcaps

the dominant Ttalian suyling bovse and had
always worked vlosely with Lancias. Tes Aurelia-
Irised Flovida show cars of the mid '50s had
defined the shape of the archivectueal three-box

suloon car, teaturis g hessdlamps in the cornersof

the frontwings, That Took would be productgon-
ised on the Llaminia saloon. 'The 1958 Coupeé
was huilt by Farina on 4 slightly shoreer whecl-
base than rhe standard saloon.

Slighily aloof alongside the Alfa, itis a decep-
tvely simple yer near-perfect blend of sharp
angles, soft corves and elegam demils. Like (he
2600, it sugpests notjust atfluence bue also casie,
and the latest in Tralian soling tsar nrost have
mmade both of these cars look amazingly modern
i the general valfic of the carly 605

The fanrasy is msintained in the cabins. Both
feel iy and generously glazed, the Lancia the
roonniver of the two — especially in the rear where
it can earry two adulis in genuine combort. Ty
putting the gearbox under the rear scat, there is
only a slender propshal timel and thas plenn-
tal floor space. Uhe Alla s more of 2 242 but lias
aslightly more opulent feel than the Lancia, with
will-stulTed armchair seating and the homry of
electie windows, 'Uhe huge and rrher beantiful
Lancia instrunientation places the design of the
intemior in the late '50s rather than the *6i)s."Lhe
Alfa's facia has sinaller, fussier dials —anid more of
thim — bat looks more *styled’, more modemn.

Thuir specifications suggest that the Tlaminia
anid 2600 should he fidy evenly maiched on the
rogd, the 300lh-heftier Lancia having heen

uprated from 2.5 to 2.8 liwes in 1963, 'Lhe 3R
varburettor arrangement  a Solex with three
chokes — pushed power to 140bhp agminst the
Al Bomen's 143, s both cars oo well fur their
sizes and age withont being startling. As ever,
thisngh, its the way it they go about their Tusi-
ness thatis the point and itk here that the Al
Laits to come together. Tt isannoying becawse the
elements of brilliance are 1liere— in the way that
the stralghr-sixrevs ont so willingly and how the
five-speed yearbox finds its slois so positively -
vetrthe tonality of the 2600 is ane ol climsiness.
“L'he Alla% sy are comforeable, bir the deiv
ing position, with that oddly angled steering
whuel, doesi't feel mght. From there on, almost
nuthing about the way the 2600 proceeds relly
satisfics you. It may have five speeds, ver firseis
solow as to be almost nseliss vnless you wanr ro
crwwl up the side of a lonse, Somehow you are
never in the dghe gear: even fifth is a bit low for
wruly relived eruising. Tes one of those cars thar
makes o lot of noise - 2 rather nice, cxpensive
sound — bur is never going ull that quickly.
Although, with a 117mph top speed (Alfa
claimed 12 5mph}, itwas actually one of the fasi-
est Lalian producnon cars that you could buy,
The featured car is on Weber 45DCOLS, an
uperade cartied out n the UK by Rudidspeed,
which alse converied 2600 Sprints to right-hand
drive before the factory got around wo duing i,
Asa replacement o the Solexcarbs - with their
eomplex induction set-up—1ris visually pleasing,
o an slready handsome-Tooking cngine. Yerit

LANCIA FLAMINIA COUPE
Sold/number built 19559-'57/5236
Construetion slee| monocogie Engine all-
alloy, ahv 2/ /5 Vi, triple-chioke Solox carly;
1400bhp @ 5450vpny; 1631b 11 @ 3000rpm
Transmission four--peed manual liansaxle.
driving rear wheels Suspension: front doubla
wishbones, colls, a-r bar rear do Dion axie,
semi-elliptics, Manhard rod; teloscapics ffr
Staering worm and seclor Brakes discs,

with serve Length 15Ft 44400 (4680mm)
Wideh 55t 8'%in (1740mm) Height 4ft Bin
(1420mm) Wheelbase 9t ‘in {2750mm)
Weight 335111 (1520kg) Mpg 15-20
0-80mph L2 7 secs Max speed 11 2mph
Price new £3285 Price now £16,000

ALFA ROMEO 2600 SPRINT
Sold/numbar built 1967-'57 /6999
Construction steel mosocogue Engine all
alloy, dohie 2582cc 'six) hree twin-chioke
Sofex carhs; 145hhp g2 5900rpm;: LS&l: ft @
4000rpm Transmission five-specd manual,
driving rear wheels Suspension: front douhle
wishbones, cails rear live axle, coils, radius
arms; telescapics fr Steering worm and
roller Brakes discs front, drums rear, with
servo {later all discs) Langth 15771 (457 Zmm)
Width 5t Jin (1702mm) Helght 4t 7in
(1397 mm} Wheelbase 87t Sin (2565mm)
Weight 205010 (1338kg) Mpg 16-72
0-80mph LL.7 secs Max spaed 117mph
Price new £22806 Price now £158,000

Clockwise, From above:
Bartons's coupd styling,
Glugiaro's firet cor design,
wes hugely influential,
tas, In Alfas 105 Series
coupis, and the Gardan-
Keeble; fussy whaaltrim;
straight=six with period
Ruddspeed mod to triple
Webers: dash is sportier
than its rival’s; shiald
grille hints at Alfa's past
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